Holy Spirit Polish National Catholic Church

Father Rafal Dadello will be celebrating Holy Mass on Sunday December 22™ at 11.00
a.m.

All are welcome. It is the 4™ Sunday of Advent

The first reading is from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-14

The second reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 1:1-7

The Holy Gospel is from St. Matthew 1:18-24

Father Dadello will be celebrating Holy Mass for the Catholic community on Saturday,
December 21* at 4.00 p.m. in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 32 West Main Street in St.
Johnsville

Our Coffee Hour will follow Holy Mass and be sponsored by Teddie Colorito and Ruth
Gorski

We will be selling pierogi and golumbki on an on-going basis. Please contact Karen
Filipski at (315) 823-4152 to order.

Christmas Schedule

December 24 — Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord — Holy Mass — St. Johnsville (4.00
p.m.), Little Falls (8.00 p.m.).
December 25 — Nativity of our Lord (Christmas) — Holy Mass — Little Falls (11.00 a.m.)

Our Sunday Message

Marriage in Israel took place in stages. There was engagement, betrothal and then the
marriage. The betrothal was the point when the engagement became legal. It took a
divorce to break it. Mary and Joseph were at the betrothal stage. On discovering that
Mary was pregnant two possible scenarios must have presented themselves to Joseph —
neither of which would have been the possibility of a virginal conception! He must have
thought that his beloved Mary must either have been seduced (which was bad enough and
a real wound) or, worse, that she had been violated and raped. Matthew informs us that,
as Joseph saw it, the only option available to him was to divorce her quietly (vv. 18-19).
As a devout observer of the Torah (the Old Testament law) Joseph could not take Mary
as his wife — the discovery of her pregnant state categorically prevented this and was
against the law. The law was brutal and uncompromising regarding sexual infidelity and
demanded the death penalty for both parties involved in the transgression.

We learn that Joseph, a devout Jew, was rooted and grounded in love for Mary and acted
in compassion towards her. Matthew tells us, 'her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.' Joseph protected Mary
from the very beginning.

Although Mary and Jesus are rightly the focus of the Christmas story, today we reflect on
Joseph's mature wisdom and holiness and his embrace of God's plan of salvation. In a
few days' time we celebrate the birth of Jesus, but today we sing a hymn of praise and
thanks to God for the gift of Joseph — the man of faith, the protector and servant of his
beloved wife Mary and the child she bore in her womb.



The PNCC was organized in Scranton, PA in 1897. The denomination has over 25,000
members in North America. The church in Little Falls belongs to the Mohawk Valley
Senioratte district, which also includes churches in Latham, Schenectady, New York
Mills, Rome and Syracuse. More information about the PNCC can be obtained by calling
Fr. Dadello at 823-0793, also by visiting WWW.PNCC.ORG or
WWW.HOLYSPIRITPNCC.ORG Anyone needing a ride to Holy Mass can call Karen
Filipski at (315) 823—4152 or John Rogers at (315) 429-9314.

May the blessing of the Lord be upon you.



