Holy Spirit Polish National Catholic Church

Father Rafal Dadello will be celebrating Holy Mass on Sunday December 29" at 11.00
a.m.

All are welcome. It is the Second Sunday after Christmas (Solemnity of Holy Family and
Epiphany)

The first reading is from the Book of Sirach 3:2-6,12-14

The second reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians 3:12-21

The Holy Gospel is from St. Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Father Dadello will be celebrating Holy Mass for the Catholic community on Saturday,
January 5™ at 4.00 p.m. in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 32 West Main Street in St.
Johnsville

Our Coffee Hour will follow Holy Mass and be sponsored by Yvonne and Ronald
Hrobuchak

Our Sunday Message

The image of the three wise men has become increasingly used over recent years by
Christmas card manufacturers who want a product which has a seasonal flavour, but
presents the Christian message in a slightly oblique way. Some manufacturers'
catalogues, especially those targeted at business users, have precious little artwork that
would indicate the Christian theme, and the three wise men are included, perhaps a little
grudgingly, for those who insist on a religious dimension. It is a shame that this gospel
episode has become, as it were, detached from the message of the incarnation because in
Matthew's Gospel the story is used to teach us vital aspects of the wonderful truth that
God became man for us.

Familiarity with the story and the memory of the atmosphere of the school nativity play
may lead us to miss some vital points. Whilst there are traditionally three wise men
(because there are three gifts) Matthew does not actually tell us the number. He clearly
uses the literary device of allegory, and does not intend us to take all the details at face
value — for example; it would be difficult to identify an individual house by the presence
of a star over it!

Matthew is telling us that the birth of Jesus is a global event which would change the
course of history, despite the appearance of humble circumstances. He is also telling us
that not everyone - indeed relatively few - would recognize Jesus for who he was, but
only those who were open to the voice of the Holy Spirit, in whatever form it came.

We will be selling pierogi and golumbki on an on-going basis. Please contact Karen
Filipski at (315) 823-4152 to order.

The PNCC was organized in Scranton, PA in 1897. The denomination has over 25,000
members in North America. The church in Little Falls belongs to the Mohawk Valley
Senioratte district, which also includes churches in Latham, Schenectady, New York
Mills, Rome and Syracuse. More information about the PNCC can be obtained by calling
Fr. Dadello at 823-0793, also by visiting WWW.PNCC.ORG or



WWW.HOLYSPIRITPNCC.ORG Anyone needing a ride to Holy Mass can call Karen
Filipski at (315) 823—4152 or John Rogers at (315) 429-9314.

May the blessing of the Lord be upon you.



